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route to explore the traces of the ancient canal
which had connected the Nile with the Arabian
Gulf, visited Bubastis, Tanis, and other cele-
brated ruins, with the Lake of MehzaJeh, in the
Lower Egypt, crossed from Damietta along the
edge of the Delta to .Rosetta, and returned at
length to Alexandria, the original point of my
departure.
* At this period, the Egyptian government were
desirous of getting some large and fast-sailing
vessels into the Red Sea; but, Mohammed Ali
being refused permission to send ships round
the Cape, and disappointed in promised sup-
plies from India, I offered to undertake the
work of restoring the ancient canal, which I had
just returned from examining, or of transporting
two beautiful American brigs belonging to the
Pasha, which then lay in the harbour of Alex-
andria, across the desert to Suez. The practi-
cability of these operations was satisfactorily
explained to our Consul-general^ ColonelMissett,
through whom the correspondence officially
passed, and he gave it his warm support; but
they were undertakings which the Turks could
neither sufficiently appreciate nor accurately
comprehend.
My study of the Arabic language was re-
sumed, and continued during my second stay
here, till a more favourable occasion offering for
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